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Based on the text (p. 229), the earliest inhabitants of Japan were the 
Ainu people, who were pushed northward by groups from Korea in the A.D. 
400s.  According to the Japan Times article “Archaeologists find 
‘oldest’ habitation” on October 24, 2000, though, archaeologists have 
recovered remains of Japanese inhabitants from six hundred thousand 
years ago [http://www.japantimes.co.jp/cgi-bin/getarticle.pl5?nn20001024a1.htm].   
The archaeologists believe the finding to be one of the oldest 
recoveries in the world. 
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